Since the publication of this article, the authors have noticed that the DNA sequence of both the PCR primers in the section 'Methylation analysis' in Materials and Methods is incorrect. They should read: 5 0 -TTGAGTGTATTTTTGTAGAAATGG-3 0 and reverse 5 0 -CCCTCT CTCTTCAAATAACCT-3 0 . The publishers would like to apologise for their error.
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